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LAW 
WAGES AND EFFECTS OF DECEASED SEAMEN 


APRIL 28 (legislative day, Apri 24), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Lexuman (for Mr. Murray), from the Committee on Labor and 
Public Welfare, submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 2324] 


The Committee on Labor and Public Welfare, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2382: 


24) to amend the law relating to the disposition 
of wages and effects of deceased seamen in order to require that such 
wages and effects must be delivered to a legal personal representative 
of the deceased only when they exceed $1,000 in value, having con- 
sidered the same, report favorably thereon and unanimously recom- 
mend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


S. 2324 amends section 4544 of the revised statutes (46 U. 5. C. 
627) so that the moneys and effects of a deceased seaman or appren- 
tice which have been placed in the custody of a United States dis- 
trict court may be paid over or delivered to his widow, children, next 
of kin or legatee in the discretion of the court if the value thereof 
does not exceed $1,000 instead of $300 as is the present maximum 
amount specified by the statute. 

The statute was enacted on March 3, 1911, and was designed to 
relieve probate courts of the necessity of administering small estates 
of deceased seamen so as to enable the widow, children, next of kin 
or legatee to receive the proceeds of the estate without the delay and 
expense connected with probate proceedings. It was pointed out to 
the committee that, in view of the higher wages now received by 
American seamen, it is reasonable that the $300 limitation be in- 
creased to $1,000. However, the discretion of the district court as 
to whether the estate should be paid or delivered to the widow, 
children, next of kin, or legatee without legal proceedings will still 
remain. 





WAGES AND EFFECTS OF DECEASED SEAMEN 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, section 4544 of the Revised Statutes reads as 
follows, with changes made by the amendment indicated by figures 
enclosed in brackets: 


If the money and effects of any seaman or apprentice paid, remitted, or deliv- 
ered to the district court, including the moneys received for any part of his effects 
which have been sold, either before delivery to the district court, or by its direc- 
tions, do not exceed in value the sum of $300 [$1,000], then, subject to the provi- 
sions hereinafter contained, and to all such deductions for expenses incurred in 
respect to the seaman or apprentice, or of his money and effects, as the said court 
thinks fit to allow, the court may pay and deliver the said money and effects to 
any claimants who can prove themselves either to be his widow or children, or 
to be entitled to the effects of the deceased under his will, or under any statute, 
or at common law, or to be entitled to procure probate, or take out letters of 
administration or confirmation, although no probate or letters of administration 
or confirmation have been taken out, and shall be thereby discharged from all 
further liability in respect of the money and effects so paid and delivered; or may, 
if it thinks fit so to do, require probate, or letters of administration or confirmation, 
to be taken out, and thereupon pay and deliver the said money and effects to 
the legal personal representatives of the deceased; and if such money and effects 
exceed in value the sum of $300 [$1,000], then, subject to deduction for expenses, 
the court shall pay and deliver the same to the legal personal representatives of 
the deceased. 
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